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RUFUS

WHEN in the year 1655 Oliver Cromwell lifted the ban
which for 565 years had prohibited Jews from residence
in England, the first to take advantage of the new tolera-
tion were the members of those Spanish and Portuguese communi-
ties which after expulsion from their former home by the rigours
of the Inquisition had found refuge and prosperity in Holland.

It was not until the last decade of the seventeenth century
that there began a meagre infiltration of Jews from Central
Europe $ but the welcome must have been kindly and the oppor-
tunities promising, for by the beginning of the new century the
stream of immigrants was already attaining a considerable volume.

Among these early prospectors from the old-established Jewries
of the Continent was one Michael, son of Isaac, known for con-
venience of identification, at a time when Jewish surnames were
not yet officially recognized, as Michael Isaacs.

Whether on his way from Harwich to London he noted for
future reference the agreeable aspect of Chelmsford, or whether
he never reached London but installed himself at the first con-
siderable place encountered on the road, must remain a matter of
speculation. Possibly he found it a convenient headquarters from
which to peddle the surrounding countryside. But it is reasonably
sure that by the latter half of the century his descendants were
firmly settled in the Essex town.

His son, Israel, born about 1755, married one Katherine
Judah and had two sons, born in 1759 and 1767 respectively and
named Samuel and -Isaac.

This Samuel, born in the year before Wolfe captured Quebec,
middle-aged at the date of Waterloo, dying only at the end of
the American Civil War, when his great-grandson, who is the
central figure of this book, was already five years old, was destined
to attain the patriarchal age of 106. Though his own life was
passed in humble circumstances remote from the tremendous
events of the time, it must nevertheless have been profoundly
affected by the changes wrought upon the whole face of Western
civilization during a period beginning with the elder Pitt in
office and ending only with the arena cleared by the dea^of
Palmerston for the mighty duel between Gladstone and Disraeli.
Indeed, the span of his years covered the transition from a way'